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although it was afterwards found that in some
instances they were so badly constructed as to be
totally unfit for use, it has to this day remained
impossible to discover to whom the blame ought to
be attached. The subject was most carefully in-
vestigated by a select committee of the House of
Commons, but it was "soon seen that the members
of that committee had a tangled skein before them,
which no amount of patience or ingenuity could
unravel. The responsibility in rapid succession was
shifted from the Public Works Department to the
various grades of engineers who were engaged in
the work, and then again it was transferred
from the engineers to the local contractors. The
weakening of responsibility is always so much
promoted by the undue multiplication of depart-
ments, that the rumoured decision of the Govern-
ment to reduce the number of departments in India,
many of which have been called into existence during
the last few years, is to be welcomed not only on
account of the important saving which will result
from the abolition of many highly paid offices, but on
account of the influence which it will undoubtedly
exert upon the efficiency of administration.

The annual migration to Simla may be referred
to as affording another example of the fact that,
although economy may be the primary motive for